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The May Meetings. 

Is the month of May to be known hereafter as the 
Month of Peace ? The question has been suggested 
by the large number of events relating to the peace 
movement which have taken place during the month 
just past. 

Foremost among these events should, of course, be 
placed the observance of the Eighteenth of May in 
the educational institutions of the country. For this 
observance means not a single event, not a single 
program of exercises in a single school, but a great 
group of events — tens of thousands of them — ex- 
tending to nearly all parts of the land. From the 
imperfect reports that have come to us we are able 
with assurance to state that never before in the his- 
tory of the peace movement have so many people, 
young and old, had their attention called to the sub- 
ject in a single day as on the 18th of last month. 
The day, or some day near to it, was observed with 
suitable exercises in practically all the great cities of 
the nation, — New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Buf- 
falo, Cleveland, Minneapolis, St. Louis, Chicago, San 
Francisco, New Orleans, Honolulu, etc., and in large 



numbers of the smaller cities and towns. In many 
of the cities the superintendents and teachers entered 
into the observance with genuine enthusiasm, and 
the pupils responded with great interest. We have 
heard also of cities where nearly all the ministers 
preached sermons on peace on the Sunday preceding. 

Then, again, Memorial Day was in an unusually 
large number of places made the occasion by minis- 
ters of sermons in condemnation of war. The editor 
of one of the great monthly magazines writes us : 
" I have never known so much plain speaking from 
the pulpit on Memorial Day." The day is coming 
more and more to be the occasion of recalling, not 
simply the deeds of courage and self-sacrifice of the 
men who died in the great struggle, but the horrors 
of war, its brutality and irrationality, the pity of the 
fact that men of reason and goodness of heart should 
not long ago have made such a frightful tragedy as 
that of the sixties impossible. The conviction is 
to-day taking hold of men, ministers and others, as 
never before, that war is no longer tolerable, that it 
is not inevitable in any case, if good men will only 
do their duty. 

The specific peace meetings and Conferences in 
May this year were numerous and impressive. There 
was the great National Congress at Chicago, a full 
report of which appears in this paper. Then came 
the eighty-first annual meeting of the American Peace 
Society, with its special evidences of unusual growth 
and power of the movement in recent years. Follow- 
ing this was the fifteenth Mohonk Arbitration Con- 
ference, a great revelation of the enormous advance 
in numbers, clearness of vision and courageousness 
of the peace party. Add to these the annual meet- 
ing of the New York Peace Society just before May 
opened, the second annual meeting of the Utah State 
Peace Society, the organization of the State of Wash- 
ington Peace Society at Seattle, the annual meeting 
of the Peace Society of Connecticut at Hartford, the 
organization, at a remarkable meeting described else- 
where, of the Buffalo Peace Society, and many other 
meetings in different sections of the country, and we 
have an exhibition of the expansion and unfolding 
of the movement for world-peace such as would have 
immensely pleased the souls of the peace founders 
— Dodge, Worcester, Ladd, Burritt, Jay — if they 
had only lived to see our day. 

Great armies ? Yes. Gigantic and growing navies ? 
Certainly. Army and navy budgets of incredible mag- 
nitude ? Nobody disputes it. Rivalry, suspicion, fear, 



